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JTHS Happenings: 

 Wellness Week 

 Debate Championship 

 Mid-Winter Band        

Concert                   

 Indoor Track Award 

Night 

 Service Night/Diversity 

Night 

World Language, ESL and Music Connection:  Mrs. Garcia 

February 28, 2019 

Science Connection:  Mr. Hiben 
 Around JTHS, science students are hard at work.  Our Honors Biology students are 

working on climatograms for various biomes, showing the relationship between  
precipitation and temperature.  In Honors Chemistry, students are working on  
stoichiometry and in AP Physics, students have wrapped up their study on angular 
momentum.  Today I had the pleasure of accompanying our freshman Academy for  
Environmental Science students outside for a winter ecology lesson, where they did 
some tracking and learned about the temperature profile of bodies of water in  
winter.    

ASL 1 students are learning how  to give directions in ASL using signer ’s per-
spective within authentic, real-world scenarios.   Students are working on how to pro-
duce the non-manual signals associated with conveying distance when giving  
directions.   
 
ASL 2 students are learning states & countr ies. They are beginning to express 
cities, countries, and states they would like to visit and why, how to discuss ethnicity 
in ASL structure (full, ½ ¼), plus glossing abilities continue to expand from basic 
sentence structure into paragraph narratives. Students’ receptive and expressive skills 
continue to evolve as they approach an intermediate level of proficiency.      
 
ASL 3 students are learning the ar t of ABC Story-Telling.  We have begun learn-
ing the rules needed to recount an effective ABC Story.   The students are learning to 
differentiate between successful and unsuccessful ABC Story-Telling.  As a result, 

Business Department Connection:  Ms. Villa 

 
From HS Media Center: 
The media center just received a new 3D printer and green screen that will be up and 
running shortly.  The English Dept. is starting their unit on research and students have 
been working on accessing databases with Mrs. Towers’ guidance.  Students checked 
out "Blind Date Books" to celebrate Valentine's Day. 
 
From Business: 
Berkeley College visited business classes to discuss “Banking on Your Future”.  This 
is timely as we are working on careers, payroll, and taxes in our Personal Finance 
Classes.  DECA and FBLA students are preparing and practicing for their state  
business competitions next month.   

 

Get your tickets to the 
spring musical Sweeney 
Todd from any cast/crew 
member or Mr. Flynn.  
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Athletic Connection:  Mr. Koch 

 

As the winter season starts to wind down, the opportunity to make an impact at the state level keeps things interest-
ing. 
Winter track heated up highlighted by Oluremi Makinde, Ashley Struck, and Stephanie Nwankwo who all broke dif-
ferent records in their respective events. 
 
Ski team has continued to produce amazing times on the slopes with Kayla Butler, Amber Whitman, and Krista  
Poehlmann qualifying to compete in the NJ State Race of Champions., while Elija Quintana found his way to the mix 
for top racer in the NJAC. Give them a follow @JTHSskiing. 
 
Wrestling is approaching the state tournament in Atlantic City this weekend. The will hang a banner after taking 
home the District 8 championship while Coach Moscatello took home Coach of the Year honors after placing 8th into 
the Region 2 tournament. Sophomores Austin Jack and Mike Gould took home 5th while Mason Godfrey punched his 
ticket for AC with a 3rd place medal.  
 

 
 
Boys Basketball the NJAC Freedom Champions and 5 seed in the Morris County Tournament had a Cinderella run to 
the county finals. After taking out the 4th seeded Mendham in the Quarterfinals they stunned Delbarton, the 1st seed, 
to head to the Morris County Finals against West Morris. The event on Saturday the 23rd was a night to be remem-
bered. The 50th-anniversary tournament was capped off by back to back ESPN Top 10 worthy plays. The Wolfpack 
ended up putting in the winning bucket at the buzzer to win 51-50. While the result was not what we wanted, the fans 
who came out to see the Blue and Gold did not leave empty-handed. Senior Joe Batelli took away the tournaments 
MVP trophy, a well-deserved honor. We thank our community and students who came out to support our program in 

JTHS Cheer hosted our Future Falcons  
on Feb. 11th.   
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Exceptional Connection:  Ms. Fritzky 

 

The high school MD class works hard at the New Hope thrift store and 
food pantry a few times per month, and with generous donations from 
the church to our program, we have opened our own Jefferson Java cafe 
stand to branch off of the middle school's coffee stand.  This stand will 
add consistency and continuation with job skills learned for those middle 
schoolers coming up as well provide career practice for our older stu-
dents in the program. We serve coffee, iced coffee, tea, hot chocolate, 
and our own Falcon Fruit Bowls. In addition to Jefferson Java, we are 
going to be selling meals made-to-order for staff members interested in 
taking a hot meal home. Branching out in the high school to serve the 
students and staff with some food and beverages has many benefits for 
our students including them learning how to advertise for these pro-
grams, practicing job, finance, and social skills, and building work-place 
stamina.   

 

English Connection:  Ms. Wnuk 
From Mr. Olean: In both 10th and 11th grade, JTHS students have had the opportunity to make key connections 
between classic pieces of literature and social issues relevant in the real world.  Juniors took their reading of the 
novel Frankenstein and used it as an opportunity to reflect on some of the questionable ethics scientists often chal-
lenge in the pursuit of knowledge and power.  Students did this in multiple ways, including analyzing Victor’s 
actions in the novel and comparing it to modern genetic modification, but perhaps the most engaging experience 
was the debate they held arguing over who the real “savage” was in Frankenstein, Victor or the monster.   
 
Looking ahead to marking period three, students will have the opportunity to explore topics they have an interest 
in through their work on the research paper.  Students in all grades will work to construct a research question to 
address a question that they feel is relevant and impactful to their world. Our hope is that students will learn to 
value and emphasize the research process, just as much as the final result.  A trait we hope they can translate to all 
aspect of their academic and personal lives! 

Math Connection:  Mr. Starita 
In Mr. Stager’s Precalculus Honors classes, students recently addressed some very important career awareness and 
personal financial literacy topics.  In studying the power of compound interest, Mr. Stager’s students simulated tak-
ing out a car loan, and a mortgage on a house purchased right here in Jefferson Township.  Additionally, they 
planned for how to save for college for their children, and started an IRA so that they could retire wealthy.  JTHS 
students will surely benefit from applying career awareness and personal financial literacy to real-world scenarios.  

On January 31, 2019, published author Mr. Jack Devries visited JTHS to speak with the Sports and Entertainment 
Journalism students.  In his presentation, Devries, brother of art teacher Mr. Dave Devries, lectured about ways to 
become a better writer.  Devries has been published many times throughout his life.  His biggest accomplishment 
was his book titled, Indians Baseball:  100 Y ears of Memories.  Devries commented on the changes that have oc-
curred in sports, and how these changes have further shaped the sports world.  He discussed the nuances of lan-
guage and spoke about metaphors and clichés which have their origin in sports.  Devries had an unconventional 
path to becoming a published author.  In his early 30’s, Devries wrote an article about a funny basketball memory.  
That story was submitted to a low end paper which decided to publish his article as an entertainment story.  That 
story began his prosperous writing career.  His work has been published in USA Today.  He currently writes free-
lance articles and works as a consultant.   

Student Writer:  John Knox 
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Guidance Connection: Mrs. Montegari 

National School Counseling Week 2019 was February 4 – 8.  JTHS counselors are proud to be a part of the 100K 
plus school counselors across the nation who provide students with academic, college/career and social/emotional 
development.   
 
We began the month at the middle school; meeting with our rising freshmen and helping them plan their academic 
paths.  Working with eighth graders on course selection is one of our favorite tasks because we get to meet our 
youngest falcons and share in their excitement about starting high school!  We spend the majority of February meet-
ing with all students to discuss and finalize their course choices for 2019-2020. These meetings often lead to won-
derful discussions about future plans and goals.  Working with students to help them visualize a future and take steps 
to get there is a highlight of our jobs as school counselors. 
 
Other February news – Seniors who are planning to attend CCM were provided an opportunity to take the Accuplac-
er (CCM’s placement test) at JTHS during the school day.  Over 50 students participated. 
Upcoming news and events – Local scholarship applications will be available to seniors in early March.  Counselors 
will be meeting with all seniors to discuss scholarships and encourage completion of applications.  On March 6 at 
6:30 pm all juniors and their parents are invited to our annual College Planning Workshop and on March 20 at 7 pm 
all families are invited to a Financial Aid Information Session. 
 
Upcoming college visits- Several colleges will be visiting JTHS to meet with interested sophomores and juniors dur-
ing the school day.  This is an excellent way to “visit” colleges without the travel! Currently the following schools 
are scheduled: 
Mini College Fair – March 7 
 
Suffolk University - March 8 
 
New Jersey City University – March 8 
 
William Paterson University - March 26 
 
University of Florida – March 29 
 
Coastal Carolina – April 2 
 
WVU Potomac State College – April 3 
Students can register on Naviance or with their counselor.   
 
Upcoming bus tour – The counseling department will be taking students on the road to visit Kean University on 
April 2.  Space is limited and students (grades 10 & 11) can register on Naviance. 
 
Remember, attendance matters!  Missing just two days a month can put graduation at risk.  Being in school every 
day puts students on the path to success in high school, college, the work force and beyond! 
 
Follow JTHS Counseling on Twitter @JTHSCounseling and have a happy spring season! 
 

 
 

We’re on the web!  Visit us at www.jefftwp.org, follow us on Twitter 
@jthsfalcons & like us on Facebook. 


